Notre Dame Catholic Primary School Newsletter

Week Ending 19™ June 2026

Website: www.notredame.greenwich.sch.uk

Email::

info@notredame.greenwich.sch.uk

X (previously known as Twitter): @NotreDameCPSch

Instagram: @ Notredamecps

KEY DATES & UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday 26™" June

Annual Reports to be sent to parents via email

Friday 26™" June

Summer Fayre from 3.30pm-5.30pm

Monday 29" June

Home Visits for all new Reception children
(Reception September 2026 intake)

Monday 29" June 2.15-3.15pm

Year 1 parent afternoon (By appointment only, if you
wish to discuss your child’s report)

Tuesday 30™" June 2.15-3.15pm

Reception parent afternoon (By appointment only, if
you wish to discuss your child’s report)

Tuesday 30" June

Year 5 girls to St Ursula’s for a maths challenge

Wednesday 15t July 10.30-
11.30am

Year 5 & Year 6 Library Visit- Author Workshop

Wednesday 15t July 2.15-
3.15pm

Year 2 parent afternoon (By appointment only, if you
wish to discuss your child’s report)

Thursday 2" July (AM)

New Reception class meetings (In school) for
Reception September 2026 intake with siblings

Thursday 2" July at 9.10am

Year 5 Class Assembly- Parents and carers
welcome

Thursday 2" July 2.15-3.15pm

Year 4 parent afternoon (By appointment only, if you
wish to discuss your child’s report)

Friday 39 July 2.15-3.15pm

Year 3 parent afternoon (By appointment only, if you
wish to discuss your child’s report)
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Awards for week ending Friday

19t" June 2026

Behaviour Award

St. Francis
Reception

St. Bernadette
Year 1

St. Anne
Year 2

St. Joseph
Year 3

St. Therese De
Lisieux Year 4

St. John Paul
Year 5

St. Paul
Year 6

Whole Class

Railey

Whole Class

Whole Class

Whole Class

lhe

Chidalu

Excellence Award

St. Francis
Reception

St. Bernadette
Year 1

St. Anne
Year 2

St. Joseph
Year 3

St. Therese De
Lisieux Year 4

St. John Paul
Year 5

St. Paul
Year 6

Attendance

Reception: 96.1%

Year 1: 93.6%

Year 2: 96.3%

Figures from 15%-19" June 2026

Bukunmi

Elijah

Shindara

Whole Class

Whole Class

Whole Class

Somto

Year 3: 96.4%

Year 4: 92.4%

Year 5: 95.7%

Year 6: 98.1%




Message from Leadership

Dear Parents and Carers,

| want to begin by commending all of the children for behaving brilliantly and continuing to
work so hard in what has been a boiling hot week! Well done to all of you! Asthe warm
weather seems set to continue into next week, summer school uniform is advisable. Please
ensure that full water bottles are brought in daily and that sunscreen is applied at home
before children start school. Hats are welcome too, but please ensure these are named to
avoid any lost property. Hand held fans are allowed but please be advised that we do not
take any responsibility if they get lost or broken.

On Monday, Year 4 went to The Academy at Woolwich Common to compete in a cricket
tournament with other local schools across Plumstead and Woolwich. The class was split
into three teams, and one of our teams even made it through to the Quarter-Finals where
we lost by one run! The children were brilliant from start to finish and thoroughly enjoyed
their day outside — a huge well done to all participants. Thank you to the parents and carers
that assisted the children on their trip and provided valuable encouragement and support
throughout the day.

Year 6 also had a fun-filled afternoon as they attended The SpongeBob Musical show at
Blackheath Halls performed by Trinity Laban students. Our children had a fabulous time and
were impeccably behaved throughout. Thanks to Miss Pons, Mrs Navarro and Miss
Harmsworth for assisting the children on their afternoon excursion.

Tuesday saw Year 6 heading off to a Junior Citizenship programme at Sutcliffe Park which is
an interactive safety and transition workshop equipping them for secondary school. It is
designed to give students real-life scenarios about decision-making, as well as providing
practical skills that are necessary for safe and independent travel to/from secondary
schools. Thank you to Miss Pons and Miss Harmsworth for supporting the children on their
trip.

On Wednesday, Year 5 headed out to The Horniman Museum to learn about Living Things
and were classifying animals during an interactive workshop. The children then visited the
aquarium to put some learning into practise by identifying mammals, amphibians and fish.
The children were a huge credit to Notre Dame and had a wonderful day. Thank you to Mrs
Vadgama, Mrs Navarro and parents/carers that came along to support the children on their
visit.




Year 4 performed their class assembly on Thursday morning and the children were all
magnificent. It was lovely to hear about their learning and marvellous to see so many
parents and carers in the audience. It was a pleasure to see the children clearly enjoying
themselves, speaking confidently and singing beautifully. Well done to all of the children
and to the school adults involved in helping and to the parents and carers for their
continued support at home.

On Friday, Notre Dame children and staff had a beautiful day at the seaside as the whole
school travelled down to Joss Bay, a small beach outside Broadstairs in Kent. It was a
fabulous occasion and wonderful to witness the children experiencing the sand, sea and
sun. They built sandcastles, paddled in the sea and braved the seagulls by eating a picnic
lunch on the beach. The children had a fantastic day and we hope the day will live long in
the memory of everyone! A huge thank you to all of the staff, parents and carers for making
the day such a success.

As well as it being hot next week, we are set for another busy time in school too. Reception
class will be attending Mass at St Joseph’s Church on Wednesday, Year 3 will be swimming
once again and annual reports will be sent out on Friday. We finish next week with our
Summer Fayre on Friday 26th June between 3.30pm — 5.30pm. There will be plenty of stalls,
including food, drink and games as well as plenty of prizes to win. Please bring cash to the
fayre, as we are unable to take card payments. We look forward to seeing as many of you
there as possible!

| hope you have a lovely weekend and stay safe in the heat.

Mr Shilton
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Reporting your child’s absence.

If your child is unwell and cannot come to school,
please notify us on the morning of their first day of
absence by either:

Phoning the school on 0208 854 0585, where
you can speak to a member of the office staff
or leave an absence message

Emailing the school on
info@notredame.greenwich.sch.uk

If your child's absence extends beyond one day, please
keep the school office updated on how your child is

each day of their absence.

Your help and co-operation are much appreciated

School Gateway — School Payment System

To pay for breakfast club, trips or afterschool clubs ran by
the school please go to_www.schoolgateway.com

When you visit the School Gateway website for the first
time, please select ‘New User’ and enter your email
address and mobile telephone number you have
registered with the school.

The system will send a PIN code to your phone; please
enter this PIN code and your account will be activated for
you.

If you’ve recently changed your email address or mobile
telephone number, please let us know so we can update
our records.

Schcclgate;:?ay

PE days for
PE days for the Summer Term are:

Monday: Year 5 & Year 6
Tuesday: Year 1 & Year 2
Wednesday: Year 3 Swimming

Thursday: Reception, Year 1, Year 2, Year 4, Year 5 & Year
6

Friday: Year 3 & Year 4

Medication

For the safety and well-being of our students, any
medication that needs to be administered by school staff
must be prescribed by a doctor. Furthermore, the
medication should be properly labelled with your child’s
name, the dosage amount, and dispensed by a pharmacy.
This ensures that we are providing accurate and
appropriate care to your child. A medication consent form
must be completed, which can be obtained from the
school office.

Lateness

Please ensure that you arrive to school on time. The gates
open at 8.45am and will be closed at 8.55am.

Being late disrupts the class and the children’s learning.
Lateness will be monitored closely over this term and the
Attendance Advisory Officer for the Royal Borough of
Greenwich will be notified of repeat late offenders.

The gates open at 3.15pm for collection and the gates
close at 3.25pm.

Packed Lunches

To reduce the risk of a child suffering an anaphylaxis
shock, we ask parents to provide a packed lunch that
does not contain nuts. This includes peanut butter or any
form of nut products. We appreciate your co-operation in
this matter.

Children also should not bring any fizzy drinks or
chocolate in their packed lunch. Healthy alternatives
should be provided such as fruit, yogurt, or cheese along
with sandwiches, wraps, crackers, or rice. Children should
only bring water into school to drink.

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church — Herbert Road SE18 30E

St Joseph’s Catholic Church works in partnership with Notre Dame. Please see below for times of Masses:

Times of Masses

Saturday — 6.30pm

Sunday 10.15am and 12 noon

For more information, please call: 0203 105 8577

@ St Joseph's
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ST THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH
BEXLEYHEATH

INVITES YOU TO HER INAUGURAL

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT
SEMINAR PROGRAMME

(A Time of Divine Encounter & Transformation)

DATE: 03/06/26 TO 01/07/26 ADDRESS: 420A LONG LANE
WEDNESDAYS AND BEXLEYHEATH, DA7 5)W
SATURDAYS ' CONTACT: 020 8303 2189

TIME: 7.30PM TO 9.00PM 1

HOST PRIEST: FR INNOCENT EZEONYEASI




aPINE
FESTIVAL

e0c2b

A free spoken word and arts festival
for children and families

¥ MAGIC & IMAGINATIO

16 MAY - 30 JUNE j’j

~ —
What's on at your local library: - - k\'

Woolwich Centre Library
Saturday 27 June | 12-2pm | Drop-in Session | Age 7+

Woolwich Centre Library Artist in Residence:
Adam Kammering & Alfiah Jade Brown

Join our free SPINE Festival Workshop with our Artist in Residence a creative
space for young people to explore spoken word and photography ina fun,
relaxed environment. Discover new ways to tell stories, express yourself, and
create original work alongside other young creatives.

No experience needed — just bring your ideas and imagination!

applesandsnakes.org/spine #spinefestival

o | b Fooath Q Produced by \-/".:;9\
5 | ARTS COUNCIL IR 4ppies ano snae ROYAL brviatos
souenvess | ENGLAND in partnership with: GREENWICH




INTERNET SAFETY- WHAT PARENTS AND CARERS NEED TO KNOW:

MINECRAFT

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit notlonalcollege.com,

Whlat Parents & Eduicators Need ton(now Iii ug"‘“’

still the best-selling game of all time, Minecraft is a bastion of creativity and community, with hundreds of
g and crafting in its almost endless world. The popularity of Minecraft among
gamers of all ages means it's important to remain informed about the game, including how to play it safely
and whether it's suitable for the children in your care. That's why we've created this guide explaining the
risks associated with Minecraft and how to ensure a purely enjoyable gaming experience.

WHAT ARE

[} -4
SCARY ELEMENTS

inecraft can be seen as a kind
ital LEGO', certain game modes include

creatures accompanied by eerie sound effects.
These can be a bit too frightening for some
younger players, potentially leading to
distressing in-game combat and other
encounters - although the combat is quite basic
and free from any real depiction of violence.

) 1 @  am—
GRIEFING i

Some players in Minecraft take [Eﬂmﬂ
pleasure in deliberately damaging

or destroying another person’s creations.

This behaviour, known as ‘griefing’, is a form of
bullying - it intentionally ruins someone else’s
experience by erasing hours of their work and
forcing them to start over. Many public servers
regard griefing as a serious offence and often
ban those who engage in it.

S Py
ADDICTIVENESS

Minecraft’s focus on creativity means

that, as with any creative endeavour, it

can be easy to get carried away. If your child is
finding it difficult to manage their time because
they’re drawn in by Minecraft’s gameplay loop
of resource gathering and building elaborate
projects, it could have a knock-on effect on their
social interactions and schoolwork.

- -

- .

PUBLIC SER\IERS AND
COMMUNICATIONS

With public servers being so easily accessibl
Minecraft, it's highly likely that children will en
up chatting with strangers through the in-game
text chat. Some servers even place an emphasis
on social interaction, actively encouraging
communication between players. While there's
nothing inherently wrong with this, it does carry

certain risks. In addition to the concerns around
speaking with strangers online, players who
concern.

S
Minecraft is available as a free trialona
variety of devices; however, the full game
upgrades or subscribe to Minecraft Realms.
Realms is an entirely optional subscription
supervision, younger players may end up
making unintended or excessive purchases.

host their own servers may have their IP

addresses exposed, posing a further security
B

requires a one-off purchase. After that, players

have the option to buy additional cosmetic

service that allows users to run their own private

server to play with friends. Without proper

CHOOSE THE RIGHT MODE %

Selecting Creative or Peaceful mode allows

children to play Minecraft without having to contend
with enemies. It's also a great way for you to get used to
playing the game with them, since the difficulty level is
far lower. This allows you to work together on a long-term
project, creating something special without the threat of
enemies and creatures attacking you or damaging your
building.

HOST A PRIVATE SERVER

The easiest way to find a safe server Ior children

to play on is to make one yourself. Hosting a

server prevents strangers from finding it, unless
they've been given its address and password. A private
server also lets you control who's allowed to enter and -
necessary - ban anyone who shouldn’t be there. This is
the closest equivalent to parental controls in Minecraft.

Hosting a private server, however, will cost a monthly fee.

e e—

TALK ABOUT STRANGERS

At some point in their lives, almost everyone will

make contact with a stranger online. Talking to children
about online safety, therefore, is essential — as is having a
plan for dealing any ho: or difficult people. It's
important that a child knows never to tell a stranger
about themselves online and that they should come to
you straight away if they do encounter a problem.

—

RESEARCH CONTENT CREATORS

Much of Minecraft’s early stages can be an exercise in frustration for

players who don’t know where to start. Thankfully, there’s a wealth of material
online and in video format to help you learn the basics. Just be mindful that some
of this content may not be appropriate for children, so you should consider

watching it yourself first.
* udll

A
Meet Qur Expert

Lloyd Coombes is Gaming Editor at the Daily Star, and has worked in
games media for more than 6 years. A long-time gaming enthusiast, he
is also a parent and therefore a keen advocate of online safety for
children of all ages.

X @wake_up_weds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No lial

3 /wuwthenationalcollege

PLAY MINECRAFT WITH YOUR CHILD

\ As a creative building tool, Minecraft makes it great fun for children to team
up and construct vast buildings accompanied by imaginative landscapes, much
like working with LEGO or model kits. Playing in a game mode that includes
enemies can encourage critical thinking and teamwork; however, you should
consider which game mode is appropriate for the child in your care.
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