Notre Dame Catholic Primary School Newsletter

Week Ending 4™ September 2026
Website: www.notredame.greenwich.sch.uk
Email: info@notredame.greenwich.sch.uk
X (previously known as Twitter): @NotreDameCPSch
Instagram: @ Notredamecps

KEY DATES & UPCOMING EVENTS

Monday 7" September- Friday | Start of Head Boy and Head Girl, School Council and
11t September Environmental Champions elections.

Monday 7t September at Year 1 ‘Meet the Teacher’ for parents/carers
9.10am

Tuesday 8" September at Year 2 ‘Meet the Teacher’ for parents/carers
9.10am

Wednesday 9" September Year 5 Swimming to start- FOR AUTUMN TERM

Wednesday 9" September at | Year 3 ‘Meet the Teacher’ for parents/carers
9.10am

Wednesday 9" September at | Welcome back Mass at St Joseph’s for Year 3, Year 4,
10.00am Year 5 and Year 6

Thursday 10" September at Phonics meeting for Reception and Year 1 parents
9.10am & repeat session at and carers
2.30pm

Thursday 10" September at Year 4 ‘Meet the Teacher’ for parents/carers
9.10am

Friday 11" September at Year 5 ‘Meet the Teacher’ for parents/carers
9.10am

Saturday 12t September Woolwich Carnival- In Woolwich for Year 5 and Year 6
pupils

Monday 14" September- Recycling Week
Friday 18" September

Monday 14" September at Year 6 ‘Meet the Teacher’ for parents/carers
9.10am
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Awards for week ending Friday

4 September 2026

Behaviour Award

St. Francis
Reception

St. Bernadette
Year 1

St. Anne
Year 2

St. Joseph
Year 3

St. Therese De
Lisieux Year 4

St. John Paul
Year 5

St. Paul
Year 6

Harrison

Caleb

Abraham

Bryan

Chisom

Ikeoluwa

Temmy

Excellence Award

St. Francis
Reception

St. Bernadette
Year 1

St. Anne
Year 2

St. Joseph
Year 3

St. Therese De
Lisieux Year 4

St. John Paul
Year 5

St. Paul
Year 6

Aaliyah

Bukunmi

Melody

Tamar

Cecilia

Toluwani

Echa

Well done to Ethan in Year 5 for receiving your pen licence!

Figures from 3™-4*" September 2026

Reception: 100%

Attendance

Year 1: 85.7%

Year 2: 83.7%

Year 3: 87.5%

Year 4: 90.2%

Year 5: 96%

Year 6: 91.9%




Message from Leadership

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back! We hope you have all enjoyed a relaxing and happy summer break.

It was wonderful to see our school community coming back together and returning to
school on Thursday, with children excited and eager for another year of learning, fun and
friendship.

A particularly warm welcome goes to all of our new Reception children and families joining
us this September. We are delighted to welcome you into our school community and hope
that you and your children settle in quickly and feel at home. Starting school is such an
exciting milestone, and we are thrilled to begin this journey with you. We know there may
be lots of excitement — and perhaps a few nerves too — but our Reception team is looking
forward to getting to know every child and helping them settle happily into school life.

A gentle reminder that some of our “Meet the Teacher” sessions will take place next week.
These sessions are a great opportunity for parents and carers to meet their child’s new
teacher, find out more about the year ahead, learn about routines and expectations, hear
about homework, reading and communication and ask any questions you may have.

Monday 7th September — YEAR 1 (09.10am)
Tuesday 8th September — YEAR 2 (09.10am)
Wednesday 9th September — YEAR 3 (09.10am)
Thursday 10th September — YEAR 4 (09.10am)

There is also a Welcome Back Mass on Wednesday 9th September at St Joseph’s Church for
Years 3,4, 5 and 6. Year 5 will commence their termly swimming lessons from next
Wednesday too. On Thursday 10th September, Mrs Bastick will be holding some Phonics
Meetings for parents/carers with children in Reception and Year 1. These will be held at
09.10am and 2.30pm.

We are looking forward to another fantastic year together and to working closely with you
to support your children to learn, achieve, grow and thrive. Thank you, as always, for your
continued support.

| hope you have a lovely weekend.

Mr Shilton




Reporting your child’s absence.

If your child is unwell and cannot come to school,
please notify us on the morning of their first day of
absence by either:

Phoning the school on 0208 854 0585, where
you can speak to a member of the office staff
or leave an absence message

Emailing the school on
info@notredame.greenwich.sch.uk

If your child's absence extends beyond one day, please
keep the school office updated on how your child is

each day of their absence.

Your help and co-operation are much appreciated

School Gateway — School Payment System

To pay for breakfast club, trips or afterschool clubs ran by
the school please go to_www.schoolgateway.com

When you visit the School Gateway website for the first
time, please select ‘New User’ and enter your email
address and mobile telephone number you have
registered with the school.

The system will send a PIN code to your phone; please
enter this PIN code and your account will be activated for
you.

If you’ve recently changed your email address or mobile
telephone number, please let us know so we can update
our records.

Schcclgate;:?ay

PE days for
PE days for the Summer Term are:

Monday: Year 5 & Year 6
Tuesday: Year 1 & Year 2
Wednesday: Year 5 Swimming

Thursday: Reception, Year 1, Year 2, Year 3, Year 4 & Year
6

Friday: Year 3 & Year 4

Medication

For the safety and well-being of our students, any
medication that needs to be administered by school staff
must be prescribed by a doctor. Furthermore, the
medication should be properly labelled with your child’s
name, the dosage amount, and dispensed by a pharmacy.
This ensures that we are providing accurate and
appropriate care to your child. A medication consent form
must be completed, which can be obtained from the
school office.

Lateness

Please ensure that you arrive to school on time. The gates
open at 8.45am and will be closed at 8.55am.

Being late disrupts the class and the children’s learning.
Lateness will be monitored closely over this term and the
Attendance Advisory Officer for the Royal Borough of
Greenwich will be notified of repeat late offenders.

The gates open at 3.15pm for collection and the gates
close at 3.25pm.

Packed Lunches

To reduce the risk of a child suffering an anaphylaxis
shock, we ask parents to provide a packed lunch that
does not contain nuts. This includes peanut butter or any
form of nut products. We appreciate your co-operation in
this matter.

Children also should not bring any fizzy drinks or
chocolate in their packed lunch. Healthy alternatives
should be provided such as fruit, yogurt, or cheese along
with sandwiches, wraps, crackers, or rice. Children should
only bring water into school to drink.

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church — Herbert Road SE18 30E

St Joseph’s Catholic Church works in partnership with Notre Dame. Please see below for times of Masses:

Times of Masses

Saturday — 6.30pm

Sunday 10.15am and 12 noon

For more information, please call: 0203 105 8577
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INTERNET SAFETY- WHAT PARENTS AND CARERS NEED TO KNOW:

GENERATIVE Al SAFETY

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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*fJ Generative Al tools — such as ChatGPT — are now commonly used by children. In fact, 3 in 4 pupils in
the 2024 Annual Literacy Survey reported using generative Al, up from just 2 in 5 the previous year.
While these tools can boost learning and creativity, they also raise concerns around misinformation,

WHAT ARE privacy and overuse. This guide explores the key risks and how to support safe use.

THE RISKS?

MISINEORMATION gz
AND ACCURACY ~ L0

Generative Al can sometimes produce false or
misleading content. Children - and even adults
= may assume the information is accurate and
trustworthy. This can affect learning and
understanding of important topics. It's vital to
teach children to critically assess all
information, even when it comes from Al

EXPOSURE TO
INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT

Because generative Al is trained on vast
datasets from across the internet, there is
achance it may occasionally generate
harmful or inappropriate content. Without
supervision, children could encounter
disturbing or unsuitable material. Active
monitoring and clear usage boundaries
can help reduce this risk.
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PRIVACY AND DATA
SECURITY @

Some Al tools ask for personal details or

store users' interactions. If privacy settings are
not correctly configured, children’s personal
data could be exposed or misused. Teaching
good digital hygiene and setting strong privacy
controls is essential for protecting children

xS
ESTABLISH CLEAR GUIDELINES

Set clear, age-appropriate rules for when and how generative Al can be
used. Reinforce these regularly to help children develop a healthy,
respectful and informed relationship with the technology.

PROMOTE ACTIVE SUPERVISION

Keep an eye on how the children in your care use Al tools. Check in (g O
regularly to ensure they're using them appropriately and be ready \
to step in if something doesn’t feel right.

Meet Our Expert

Brendan O’Keeffe, Deputy Headmaster and Director of Digital Strategy at Eaton
House Schools, has extensive expertise in digital safety, safeguarding, and
generative Al in education. As an author and speaker on digital literacy and
online safety for institutions such as The National College, Brendan guides
parents and educators in creating safe digital learning environments.
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REDUCED CRITICAL
THINKING (%
=

Relying too heavily on Al-generated

responses may reduce children’s willingness to
think independently. If they consistently use Al
to solve problems or complete tasks, it could
impact their ability to reason, analyse and form
their ideas. Encouraging thoughtful
reflection is key.
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Regular use of generative Al can

contribute to increased screen time and less
real-world interaction. If left unmanaged, it may
affect physical activity levels, sleep, and soclal
development. Striking a healthy balance
between online and offline activities is
important for wellbeing.

UNCLEAR ETHICAL
BOUNDARIES

Children may not fully understand the ethical
implications of using Al to complete homework
or creative tasks. This can lead to unintentional
plagiarism or dishonest academic practices.
Conversations around responsible use and
academic honesty are crucial.

AL

ENCOURAGE CRITICAL EVALUATION

Help children to question the accuracy of Al-generated information and
seek out additional trusted sources. This builds essential digital literacy
skills and supports better decision-making.

ENHANCE PRIVACY AWARENESS

Talk to children about the importance of keeping personal information
private. Make sure privacy settings are in place and explain how data
shared with Al tools could be used.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 11.06.2025




